   TAX    ALERT

REASONS TO VOTE NO ON SOUTH SUBURBAN BALLOT ISSUE “A”
A NEW PROPERTY TAX  *  A RECESSION  *  SSPRD HAS SUFFICIENT FUNDS

NEW PROPERTY TAX: This is a new tax estimated to cost the taxpayers $24 million over the next ten years.  It is being disguised as just a continuation of the expiring year 2000 Open Space Tax, which by voter consent was to end in 2010. This NEW South Suburban PROPERTY TAX is a 1-mil tax levy for ten years. The SSPRD Board at a February 24, 2010 meeting concluded that the ballot language for Issue A affords SSPRD Board complete discretion as to how the 1 - mil tax money can be spent.  (i.e. not necessarily on open space!)
THE RECESSION: We are in the worst recession in years and unemployment is at or near record levels. Our Schools, Fire, Police, Counties, Cities and Taxpayers are in a crunch and budgeting accordingly. Senior citizens have lost their property tax credit. And South Suburban is asking for a tax increase! Instead use some of the Funds noted below.
SUFFICIENT FUNDS: SSPRD has $3.44 million of unspent money from the open space 1- mil levy tax that expires this year, 2010.  In addition a recent settlement with Cherry Hills Village in the amount of $10 million plus interest is providing annual payments to South Suburban over the next ten years. Some of this money has already been collected. Rather then bankroll these funds for unknown events it would be prudent to judiciously use them instead of asking the taxpayer to assume the burden.
1. South Suburban Tax collections have increased 43% over the last ten years, and as property values rebound from the present recession, the property taxes will proportionally increase over the next ten years
2. Arapahoe County has an open space tax that will continue to collect $17 million a year with 26% dedicated to acquisition of Open Space. This year over $700,000 of this filtered down to Littleton and nearly $2,000,000 to Centennial, and continuing annually through 2013. Collaborative use of some of this money is possible. 
It’s Your Money
Vote NO 

ON SOUTH SUBURBAN BALLOT ISSUE “A”

Ballots will be mailed to homes in mid April – this question will appear on the ballot – it  is vote by mail only .

Ballots must be returned by 7PM on May 4, 2010. For more information call 303-798-5131.
