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Citizen Minutes
Regular Meeting of City Council
City of Littleton, Colorado
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday

Littleton Center
May 4, 2010
1.
Roll Call
2.
Pledge of Allegiance
3.
Agenda
4.
Minutes
a)
Minutes of Regular Meeting April 20, 2010
5.
Introduce New City Employees
6.
Citizens Appearances
a)
Guest Citizens
b)
Scheduled public appearances – Power Point Presentation - Garden Project– Adriana Smith, ELA Coordinator, Littleton Public School District and students


c)
Unscheduled public appearances* (limited to 4 minutes) – Rebecca Kast, representing Historic Littleton Inc., thanked the Council for their support in the preservation of the Bemis House.  On May 16th, from 2-4 pm, the Bemis House (5890 S. Bemis St.) will be open to the public.
7.
Consent Agenda Items
a)
Santa Fe Crossing Final Subdivision Plat and Subdivider’s Improvement Agreement, 3099 South Platte River Parkway – Passed 7/0
b)
Resolution Approving a Subgrantee Agreement for the 2010 Arapahoe County 

Community Development Block Grant Program – Passed 7/0

c)
Ordinance on first reading amending 2010 budget – This motion was required to be in conformance with the state law stating that all construction projects must have an appropriation for the full project amount.  This ordinance will increase the 2010 appropriation for the new police building to the total amount of $5.8 million. - Passed 7/0
 8.
Second and Final Reading on Ordinances and Public Hearings
a)
Ordinance on Second Reading amending the Littleton City Code Sections 1-12-4 and 1-12-5 pertaining to conflicts of interest – This item came about as the result of Jim Taylor sitting on the South Suburban Foundation and the Foundation coming to the City for funding.  It appeared to be a conflict of interest to have a Councilmember sit on a Board that votes to ask Littleton for money and then have the same Councilmember vote to give the Board the money requested.
The proposed language requires the councilmember, or any other member of a board and/or commission with a personal or private interest, to disclose their interest and they shall not vote or try to influence the vote of the other members.  A personal or private interest is defined as “a direct interest that would materially affect a board, commission or committee member’s financial interest, those of his or her family members or any business with which the board, commission or committee member is associated.”

The change also states that “any public interest of the board, commission or committee member be disclosed and the member shall either affirm his or her vote will not be influenced by such interest or shall not vote thereon and shall refrain from attempting to influence the decision of the other members.  A public interest is defined as something in which the community at large has some pecuniary interest.”

Debbie Brinkman and Peggy Cole had both submitted alternative language.  Brinkman suggested including “any member of council who serves as a director on any not for profit board that has an interest in any matter shall not vote on the matter being considered.”  She did not receive a second for her motion.

Cole had a number of changes that I won’t go into as she did not receive a second either.

Jim Taylor took the changes personally and lashed out at Brinkman for her proposed changes.  
The main motion passed 6/1 with Cole dissenting.

b)
Ordinance on second reading approving the City of Littleton refunding of its 1999 outstanding lease-purchase financing to produce an annual savings to the city; and authorizing and approving the documentation related to the refunding – This item would refinance the COPS (Certificates of Occupation) that were issued on the Court House.  COPS is a legal method that can be used to increase the debt of the City without going to the taxpayers for approval.  In other words, a way around TABOR.  The COPS were issued in 1999 and bear Pat Cronenberg’s name.  The tricky thing about it is the COPS are issued by the Building Authority (BA) which has an arm’s length arrangement with the City.  However, the BA cannot legally issue tax exempt COPS so they have the City do it with their tax exempt status.  This is all legal but looks strange.  
Cole said she thought the November ballot questions may change things and she preferred to wait until after the election and would like to consider paying off the debt.
Bruce Stahlman did not think it made sense to pay off the low interest COPS knowing that the interest rates will go up in the future and allow the City to earn more interest on the money than what they would be paying on the debt.

Doug Clark said there were two political aspects to consider.  The first, the politics of COPS as a way around TABOR, and the second, the politics of what to do with the Water Fund.  Two years ago the Council decided to spend $6 million on the police space needs and to pay off debt with the remaining to equalize the loss of interest that the Water Fund had been collecting.  The Council, at that time, felt it was important to come up with worthy projects for the Water Fund that would serve the City at large.  
The motion failed on a 3/4 with Brinkman, Clark, Jose and Cole dissenting.
c)
Ordinance on second reading amending Section 3-9-6-19 of the Littleton City Code by adding a paragraph to toll the statute of limitations on sales tax license accounts which are being audited – This ordinance eliminated a way for businesses to work the system to avoid paying overdue sales tax.  Passed 7/0.
d)
Ordinance on second reading amending Littleton City Code Section 10-3-2 and adding Section 10-4-4 (B) 2.6 pertaining to pigeons – Phil Cernanec amended the Ordinance to create an annual notification to the City which failed 1/6.  Cole offered an amendment to change one word and add a second word.  Her motion passed 6/1 with Taylor dissenting.   Cole offered a second amendment dealing with the cleanliness of the pigeon lofts which did not receive a second.   Main motion passed 7/0.
9.
General Business
a)  
Motion to renew Reinke Brothers parking lease agreement (5663 S. Prince St.) – Passed 7/0.
b)  
Motion to approve South Platte Park flood exhibit – Passed 7/0
c)
Motion to authorize execution of a change order and notice to proceed with construction of the police facility expansion and the south parking lot – Passed 7/0.
d)
Motion to Appoint Julie Anderson and James Anderson and approve Contracts for two-year terms as City of Littleton Municipal Court Judges – Both were sworn in at the beginning of the meeting.  They are not related.
e)
Motion to approve limited ranger-guided fishing at Cooley Lake – Taylor moved to add “no stocking of the Lake” and Cernanec seconded.  Jose thought this was just a carrot – we get to fish there two times a year – thanks a lot!  He said the fence should be taken down.  Motion passed 5/2 with Jose and Cole dissenting.  Main motion failed on a 2/5 vote with Cernanec and Stahlman in favor.
f)
Motion to approve Conservation Trust Funds to renovate Sterne Memorial Fountain – Cole moved this item and Stahlman seconded.  Stahlman offered an amendment to limit the dollar amount to $25,000.  Cernanec seconded.  Brinkman moved to postpone this discussion and decision until May 18th.  Hopefully they would have some information at that time.  Motion to postpone passed 5/2 with Cernanec and Stahlman dissenting.
10.
Consideration of Committee, Commission and Board Matters 
11.
Ordinances on First Reading
12.
Resolutions
13.
Comments / Reports – I did not stay for the reports.
a)
City Manager
b)
City Attorney
c)
Council Members
d)
Council President
e)
DRCOG
14.
Adjournment
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