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Citizen Minutes 

Regular Meeting of City Council 

City of Littleton, Colorado 

 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday 

Littleton Center February 16, 2010 

 

1. Roll Call 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Agenda 

 

4. Minutes 
 

a) Minutes of Regular Meeting February 2, 2010 

 

5. Introduce New City Employees 

   

6. Citizens Appearances 

 

a) Guest Citizens 

 

b) Scheduled public appearances 

   

c) Unscheduled public appearances  

d)  

e) Carol Brzeczek addressed the Council with her concern over a possible 
conflict of interest.   

 
 At the last Regular meeting Charlie Blosten came before the council to ask for the 
approval of a resolution to authorize a grant application for a 2010 Arapahoe County 
Open Space Grant for the City Ditch Trail, Phase 1.  The resolution was initiated by 
the South Suburban Parks Foundation which is a group that Jim Taylor is a 
member. 

 
Mr. Taylor disclosed his association with the SSPF as he should.  The City Code states: 
 
1-12-5: DISCLOSURE:  

B) A member of the city council who has a personal or private interest in any matter 
proposed or pending before the city council shall disclose such interest to the 
city council and shall not vote thereon, as provided for in section 37 of the city 
charter, and shall refrain from attempting to influence the decisions of the 
other members of the city council in voting on the matter. (Ord. 9, Series of 
2007) 

 



I fully understand that Mr. Taylor does not have any financial gain to be made by his 
association with the SSPF but the code says if any member of Council has a 
personal or private interest in any matter proposed or pending matter shall not vote 
thereon and shall refrain from attempting to influence the decisions of the other 
members of the city council. 

As the discussion proceeded on the 2
nd

 Mr. Taylor informed the rest of the council that 
there was $77,000 remaining in a fund that Littleton gave to build the bridge over Big 
Dry Creek behind LHS in June of last year.  Since that time, when the money was 
granted by Littleton, there has been a change and the bridge would not be built.  
However $23,000 of the original $100,000 had been spent before the decision not to 
build the bridge was made.  Mr. Taylor proposed that the remaining $77,000 be 
transferred from the bridge project to the City Ditch project for which a resolution to 
grant Blosten the authority to apply had yet to take place. 

To get to the heart of the matter Mr. Taylor, as a member of the SSPF, had information 
that appeared to be new information to the rest of the Council and not only 
influenced the rest of the council in the decision making process - he actually made 
the motion to approve the resolution and then made a second motion to transfer the 
$77,000 for the City Ditch project which was passed on a 4.3 vote.  If Mr. Taylor had 
recused himself from the mater entirely there would have been a different result on 
what to do with the $77,000.  It most likely would have been returned to Littleton – in 
fact. Mr. Blosten made it very clear that he was not there asking for money at all.   

As a member of the community that wants to understand how our City Code is written 
and interpreted and as an active citizen that attend Council meetings on a regular 
basis, I am requesting an explanation why Mr. Taylor’s actions at the Feb. 2

nd
 

meeting were not in violation of the Code.   

And, if they were in violation of the code, is there a remedy set forth in the Code? 

I understand that you will be talking about Ethics later in the meeting and I would 
appreciate this be discussed at least for a moment or two or perhaps Suzanne can 
offer an explanation to us now. 

Please – don’t get me wrong – I am excited about the City ditch project but really 
am more concerned about the process being followed and perhaps it was but I 
just don’t understand the Code and need an explanation 
 

 

7. Consent Agenda Items 

Consent agenda items can be adopted by simple motion.  All ordinances and resolutions must 

be read by title prior to a vote on the motion.  Any consent agenda item may be removed at 

the request of a Council Member. 
 

a) Motion approving 2010 Contractual Service Agreements – Passed 7/0. 

 

b) Resolution Establishing Fees for Rental Housing Reinspections – Motion was 
made to increase the fees for the reinspection of homes by code 
enforcement which passed 7/0. 

 

8. Second and Final Reading on Ordinances and Public Hearings 

 



a) Public hearing on South Platte River Restoration (Trout Unlimited) Project – 

Council voted 7/0 to support Trout Unlimited’s efforts 
 

9. General Business 
 

a)   Consideration of Access from West Mineral Ave - 1601 W. Mineral Ave – Motion 
was made to add a right turn from Mineral into the shopping area at Mineral and 
Windermere was passed 6/1 with Brinkman dissenting. 

 

b) Motion to approve a City of Littleton Protocol and Standards of Conduct and 

Expense Reimbursement Policy – Suzanne Staiert was asked about conflicts 
of interest and she told the council that they generally have to do with 
financial interests and if council wanted to define a conflict of interest 
more broadly they could – it will all come down to defining personal and 
private interests. 

 
Brinkman asked about the fact that Phil Cernanec was on the South Suburban 

Board and sat in on their executive sessions – how does that get covered 
since he has more information about South Suburban’s interests than we 
do. 

 
Staiert said when you leave one board for another you should not participate in 

anything you had particular knowledge of for 6 months – the member 
should recuse himself. 

 
There was a brief discussion about the concern of council members acting as a 

liaison from another committee to council – particularly if they are looking 
for money.  She thought there should be a separation of some kind – she 
was not prepared for the last meeting when Taylor requested the transfer 
of the $77,000.  Clark thought it could also work in their favor. 

 
Cole said she did not have an issue with Taylor sitting on the SS Foundation – 

we have the opportunity to task him questions. 
 
Taylor said he had been at the Foundation Board meeting on Friday and then 

the meeting on Tuesday – he just jumped the gun but the request would 
have come anyway. 

 
Brinkman aid she would have expected to see the Foundation make a 

presentation and then give the council time to decide. 
 
There was a small discussion about council watching the Planning Commission 

on Channel 8 and how it may influence a vote.  Clark said they get the 
Planning Commission minutes and the video is available on the internet. 

 
Motion was made to approve the City of Littleton Protocol and Standards of 

Conduct and Expense Reimbursement Policy as amended which passed 
7/0. 

 
10. Consideration of Committee, Commission and Board Matters  

 

11. Ordinances on First Reading 



 

12. Resolutions 

 

13. Comments / Reports 

 

a) City Manager 

 

b) City Attorney 

 

c) Council Members 

 

d) Council President 

 

e) DRCOG 

 

14. Adjournment 

 


