
What is Urban Renewal? 
 
Urban renewal is where the city designates an area as slum and blighted.  The City's urban renewal authority, Littleton 
Invests for Tomorrow (LIFT), can condemn any property it chooses in the urban renewal area and take tax dollars away 
from Littleton Public Schools, South Suburban Parks and Recreation, Arapahoe County, and Urban Drainage.  Taking tax 
dollars that belong to the schools, and South Suburban, and other taxing entities is called tax increment financing (TIF).   
 
Once the TIF is created, the current property tax rate, in the urban renewal area,  for all taxing entities (City, County, 
Littleton Public Schools, South Suburban, and Urban Drainage) is calculated and frozen as the “base.”  As the assessed 
value of a property is increased over 25 years, the property tax rate is also increased.  This tax increase above the base will 
not go to the taxing entities but to the Urban Renewal Authority (LIFT), a board of seven un-elected individuals, for a 
period not to exceed 25 years.  Why should the property taxes, in the urban renewal area, be redirected away from the 
intended taxing entities for the next 25 years without our permission? 

 
Urban Renewal and a TIF has already happened in Littleton a few years ago at the corner of Santa Fe and Bowles. The 
city declared the area as blighted, condemned every parcel of private property, and built a shopping center, which failed 
after only four years.  It was called Riverfront.  The shopping center sat vacant for nine years until EchoStar purchased the 
shopping center and moved its call center. That project cost the citizens of Littleton, you and me, at least $9 million 
dollars, as well as costing the bond holders $17 million. 
 
Now the City wants to do the exact same thing on the exact same property, using the same people on the urban renewal 
board who failed the first time. The City wants to turn the EchoStar call center back into a shopping center, even though a 
shopping center already failed on that property once before.  
 
We think that any project that condemns private property, or uses school dollars is important enough that YOU should 
have a say in the project. 
 
This petition is to amend the City Charter to add a provision requiring the citizens to ratify, or approve, any urban renewal 
plan which condemns property, or uses tax increment financing, revenue sharing or cost sharing.  The amendment does 
not prevent all urban renewal, but it says that any urban renewal plan, which uses condemnation or tax increment 
financing has to be explained by the City Council to get your vote.  

As a voter in the City of Littleton, signing this petition gives you a say in how your tax dollars are spent and what your 
government does.  Otherwise, a non-elected board makes decisions as to what is blighted here in Littleton.   

For more information contact http://littletonviews.wordpress.com or email littletonviews@comcast.net 
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